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Substitute officer tor bishop, and jealousies and envy were pre- 


KEMEMBER THE DATE WITH 
YOUR NAME ON THE LABEL IS 
TOOH SUBSCRIPTION ACCOUNT. 
KEEP IT IN THE FUTURE AND 
NOTIFY U8 OF ANY EBBOR. 


The New Year. 

With this Dumber of The 
Evangelist a new volume is 
commenced. It wishes a happy 
New Year to all its faithful 
readers, anil will be better than 
ever ae a church paper, and its 
faithfulness to the unbound 
freedom of tbe gospel of Christ, 
stronger tbau usual. It stands 
firmly to the principle that the 
New Testament is the all-sufh- 
cient rale of Christian faith and 
practice, that Trine Immersion 
ia the trae baptism ot the Chris- 
tian church, that a feast and the 
bread and cup, as an undivided 
one, constitute the Supper of the 
Lord, that Foot washing ia an 
ordinance of the Lord's bouse, 
and stands as the emblem of 
iove which is the core of gOBpel 
religion. It will do what it can 
lor the development of truth and 
the progress of tbe work, 

And faithful reader, may God 
enable you to open a volume of 
honor, ae you commence the 
New Year. 

And may love, harmony, good- 
will and mercy inspire all oar 
thoughts of one another. 


The Office of Bishop and Presby- 
ter. 

Some time ago it was stated in 
these columns that there was 
little or no difference between 
the office ot Bishop and Presby- 
ter or Elder. We promised to 
consider the subject in the future, 
and to discharge that promise is 
the object of this article. 

In the investigation of a sub- 
ject, tor dennitenese, with a de- 
sired end in view, it is always 
wise to have a proposition to 
establish or to controvert ; and 
for this article, the following is 
stated : 

"The bishop and elder are one 
in the Bible." 

In the little space than can be 
occupied with an article of this 
character, an exhaustive eiamina 
tioti is impossible. Little more 
than a few assertions can be 
presented. 

The Bishop aod Presbyter, in 
the Bible are one. Id the old 
bible, tbe Greek word translated 
bishop, was used in speaking of 
public officers, civil and religions. 
In the Septuagint text, Numbers 
4 : 16, the reading is equivalent 
bo. — "And to tha bishop — Episeo- 
pot — of Eleazer the ion of Aaron," 


you have the common rendering. 
It occurs again in Nnm. 81 : 14. 
And Moses was wroth with tbe 
officers of the host — with the 
bishops of the host. In the same 
way the Bible employs Presbyter 
— Prufovterot — Elder. Numbers 
11:16; Jer. 19:1. Thus we 
have in the Septuagint, the father 
of the language of the New Tes- 
tament Greek, epiecopus and 
presbuteros, translated officers 
and priests, meaning' exactly the 
same in official dignity. Thus 
the language came to the New 
Testament writers, and so they 
passed it upon their immortal 
pages. 

No distinction is made be- 
tween the words in the New Tes- 
tament, as to the dignity or 
superiority of the office. Epis- 
cope and epiecopos occur only a 
few times in the Greek New 
Testament. Luke 19:44, it 
means office, so also in Acts 
1 : 20. 

Acta 20 : 28, in a straight for- 
ward translation will read S "Over 
which the Holy Ghost has made 
you Biabops." This is m far as 
we need to go. Here we have 
evidence that men were bishops 
by the ministration or authority 
ot tbe Holy Ghost. In Acts 
20 : 17, we find those same breth- 
ren were presbuteroua — elders. 
They were made bishops by the 
Holy Ghost, and in that office 
they were elders. T lie re ie no 
distinction whatever there. 

Again, in Titus, 1 : 5 aud 1 : 7, 
the two titles are applied to the 
same persona. Titus was left to 
set things in order mid ordain 
elders, then is added, "for a 
bishop must be blameless." In 
those passages where tbe church 
officers are epoken of, bishops 
and deaeons are only mentioned, 
plainly showing that no office 
between them existed. There ia 
not a single evidence ot a dis- 
tinction between tbe two in the 
New Testament, and where in- 
formation only ia sought, this ia 
satisfactory. 

In the writings of the Apos- 
tolic Fathers, the earliest, 
Clement, uaes the two worda in 
diecriminately. He was a co- 
laborer with the apostles and had 
the apostolic idea. Ignatius 
makes the episcopal, or the office 
ot biahop distinct, but against 
him stands the scriptures, Poly- 
carp and Clement, 

That a distinction was made 
very early, it ia tolly to deny. 
But just when no one knows. It 
probably came into tbe church 
like many other innovations. 
Tbe probable combination of 
circumstances that developed it 
were these. Tbe idea ot cen- 
tralisation existed in the prin- 
ciples ot government held by 
many at that time, and with this 
the natural love of power was 
associated in outlining the 
polity of the church. The gos 
pel order was to govern churches 
by an elder or a board of elders. 
Usually the latter. The apostles 
always write that "tbe elders of 
the church were called." There 
was naturally strife among them, 
ae to whom should be the most 
honored. The rivalry and jeal- 
ousy retarded the work oi the 
churches, and a remedy was 
sought to remove tbe difficulty. 
The title of bishop was exalted 
above that given to it by the 
apoetles, and a sort ot kingly 
authority invested therein. The 
elders were then placed under 
and subject to this supreme 
ruler, and thereby their rivalry, 


vented from developing church 
parties and feuds, as the case 
was where several men stood 
Upon an equal official footing in 
the church, and envied one an- 
other. The design was no doubt 
good, originally, bat the princi- 
ple was abused, and became the 
foundation of all ' the terror, 
crime and murder under the 
aatannic rulings of eopery. 

Each one of the churches 
founded by the apostles, elected 
its own pastors direct, in the ex- 
ercise of their free suite rage. 
They oast their vote by raising 
the hand as is often dona now. 
This electiou was the power of 
ordination, which was lodged in 
the local church, and this ordina- 
tion of the pastor consisted in 
hia election. The laying on ot 
hands was not a ooustituent part 
of ordination. It was not a 
ceremony or ordinance in tbe 
church that was regularly prac- 
ticed as a fixed observance, but 
performed where it seemed 
proper to the Holy Ghost and 
the brethren. 

There ia no solid foundation 
in the scriptures for the hie- 
rarchy that now exiats nnder the 
patronage of several denomina- 
tions. They exist by the author- 
ity of man rather than God. 

An ordination ceremony is 
very nice, and very appropriate 
too in a denomination with sys- 
tematized methods, and as it is 
said that there ia order in the 
ho ii hi; ot the Lord, and that God 
is the author ot order, an ordina- 
tion service, when properly kept 
and not abused in elevating un- 
true, unfaithful and unrighteous 
men to confidence, is now very 
important, both ae a protection 
to the reputation and rights of 
the true minister, and a protec- 
tion to tbe confidence, 
of members, and against imposi- 
tion upon churches. Where 
hands are laid upon faithless, 
dishonest persona, it becomes an 
insult to it od and a ahame to 
the church. 

Where zealous, hatelul, envi- 
ous, suspecting and surmising 
ministers are trying to work to- 
gether, a bishop, in the measure 
established by popery, may be 
neceeaary, and if he is a good 
man, nae hia power to good ef- 
fect, bnt the office in that charac- 
ter, ia neither gospel norapoBtoI 
ic. 


Tile war of tba ballots In Boston 
resulted In a defeat of tbe Catholics. 
It was a squats Issue between Prot- 
estants and Catholics, and while tbe 
Protestants ware victors, jet a majority 
or only 3 000 in a cl ty as large as Bos- 
ton, fa vary Insignificant and forbodes 
evl) for tbe cities of tbe Union in a few 
years. 

.Tbe Supreme Court, of Kansas, baa 
dec <<ied that the Salvation Army baa a 
a right to parade tbe streets, use ban* 
ners, beat drums and sing for meritori- 
ous purposes. This we are glad to 
know. There never has been an objec- 
tion raised against the devil's parades, 
and when that valiant band beat drums 
In tbe work for Christ, they should be 
left alone. 


The article and poetry by our saint I v 
old sister, Susan Sidle, last week, were 
Interesting because they came from one 
who has reach well ulgh one hundred 
years of life. Yet with a steady hand 
she writes the truths of tbe gospel of 
Christ. It is a joy to the heart to learn 
ot one so old still holding out a beacon 
light to the races moving on to eternity. 

Elder Isaac Erret, for many years 
Editor of the Chrittian Standard, 
probable the leading paper of tbe Disci- 
ples of Christ, died recently. Be was 
an able editor and active in advancing 
the interests of that denomination. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Tbe Jerusalem Talmud Is now being 
published in France. Many points of 
interest are to be found In those works 
to christian students, and in a few 
years tbe English speaker will be able 
to study ''the traditions of the elders.'' 


Tbe next yearly meeting of the Old 

Order Brethren, or old German Babtists 
will be held near Pittsburg, Ohio, June 
10—12, 188». Tbe Vindicator says 
"preparations are making to have a 
good meeting." 

"Pittsburg, Ohio," seems to be a 
favorite place for Tunker annual meet- 
inea. One la tietd by some branch in 
that locality every few years. 


A brother away up In Michigan 
writes us that he la two hundred miles 
from his church in a hard neighbor- 
hood, and ia having a struggle. It 
would certainly be much better for 
many if they would remain where there 
are church privileges. Contentment 
with godliness Is great gatn, and where 
a brother's family can, make a living, 
there they should be content If their 
church privileges are good. The con- 
tinual shifting about in search of 
a mine of wealth is not the best thing 
for spiritual growth nor even for im- 
proving situations in a temporal sense. 
Tbe privilege of attending your own 
churoh should always be a ohlef con- 
sideration when a change of habi- 
tation is considered. 


We gladly give apace to Bro. Gan'a 
letter this week. It ia a satisfaction to 
see brethren talk about doing some- 
thing and remind others of their duty, 
even if little Is performed ; but tbe 
satisfaction will be much greater in 
seeing work done. The Pennsylvania 
State Convention was a splendid meet- 
ing, and some good work la expected to 
follow as a result of the organization 
effected. That is right, brethren , make 
the work move on. 


The Chrktiiin Cyncmrt, the able 
an tt .secrecy advocate of Chicago, paid 
an appropriate tribute to tbe memory | 
of Peter Howe and wife, who were 
murdered at their home in Illinois, by 
publishing their portrait. His life 
was taken because he waged a good 
warfare against sin. Before his death 
he did tbe commendable deed of secur- 
ing to each, of his grand -Children a 
small annuity, to be paid, with Interest, 
at their majority if they never drank 
liquor, used tobacco, or joined a secret 
society. 


A Deaconn esses ' borne, or a home for 
aged sisters and widows ia soon to be 
erected in New York by the Methodist 
church. After Ashland College la paid 
for, a home for superannuated minis- 
ters, and one for » latere and orphans 
are works that should receive our at- 
tention. 


The College Boarding Hall will make 
a most excellent orphan's borne, and 
we expect to see the day when it will 
contain many of the orphan children 
of our brethren and slaters, who will be 
taught useful trades, filled with zeal 
and the doctrines of the gospel, and 
then aent out to preach Christ and bis 
word. This could soon be dons if our 
departing ones wbo have wealth will 
donate a part for that purpose. Who 
will be the Ant one to give a hundred 
dollars for that purpose ? 


"Perfection was not of the Levities! 
Priesthood," declares St. Paul. Even 
tbe Lord had to inatitute some Imper- 
fect things to bring about hia desired 
ends In redeeming the human family. 
Men, therefore, should not expect per- 
fection in men, and exercise charity. 
How soon would thousands be cuts off 
from the right to eternal life If God 
were aa exacting of them as they ate 
or their brethren. 


The New Year opens very promis- 
ingly for tbe church. 

Brother Brumbaugh la, compara- 
tively, a new writer for the Evakqbl* 

1st, and It la good to know that he 
takes hold of practical subjects. 

"Excommunication," by Daniel Mill- 
er, and "The Cities ot tbe Plains," by 
A. A. Cober, are articles soon to 
appear. 

The usual rule of writers Is to use 
ordinary paged paper, numbering the 
pages on the upper right hand comer, 
and never fasten them together In any 

way. 

Articles of correspondence from Bro, 
Joalah Brlndle, M. D. Watson and 
George Clum are on hand, but they 
could not be uaed this week. 


Jones ftll In, ¥a, 

Our moating at tbta place is now 
among the things of the past. Some 
of the membera of tbe church wan de- 
prived of attending the meetings on 
account of sickness, yet we had one of 
the moat pleasant meetings I ever en. 
joyed. Our communion meetiug was 
held on Sunday evening, Dec. 33rd. I 
must say that we had the beat of order 
from tbe Brat meeting to the last. 

Duriuk' the meetings, slater Harman 
took sick very suddenly, which not 
only deprived ber but brother Har- 
mon also from attending. In al- 
most every prayer offered there was a 
pluittnj with (he Father In her be- 
half. We had meeting again on Christ- 
mas evening and on entering tba 
church we wen somewhat surprised 
to see the front seats ladened with 
sacks of Hour, baskets, bundles, etc. 
After meeting I asked what all this 
meant, when I got a general response 
that it all belonged to tbe preacher 
and that it waa freely presented as a 
token of respect. Thanks to all for 
kindness shown. With sorrow I write 
tbe following: 

Suiter Harman, wife of Eld, W. A. 
Harman, of this place, died thia morn- 
ing, Deo. lath. 

NtKPHHN HlLl.ElHlAKD. 

« si i s > « 

Ministerial Supply. 

Ae Bro. AlcFadeu has given 
only a brief notice of the organ- 
ization of the committee of M. 
8., elected by the Johnstown 
Convention, I will give a little 
explanation. 

After corresponding with the 
other membera we finally effected 
the following organization : viz., 
Bro.McFaden, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Chairman ; Dr. U. M. Beacbly, 
Myersdale, Pa., Consulting Phy- 
sician, and myself Secretary. 

Ministers desiring locations or 
churches desiring pastoral as- 
sistance can apply to any of as, 
but the records will be kept by 
the Secretary. 

Our work: has been clearly de- 
find and we are ready and anx- 
ious to serve. As it is to be a 
work of co operation, I trust, 
that our brethren will do all in 
their power to aid in the work. 
J net read Bro. Spaoogle's pre- 
amble ouce more and then get to 
work and remedy this state of 
affairs. And what has become 
of the committee of Churoh Ex- 
tension and Missions ? It seems 
to me that the.<e committees oan 
do a great deal of efficient work 
and mutually aid each other. 
Has there been anything done ? 

But to the subject in hand, I 
suppose the names and addresses 
of the ministers are in the An- 
nual. If however any have been 
omitted let me know, as I desire 
• complete list. As to the 
names and locations of churches 
I wish the ministers of the var- 
ious congregations to send me a 
list of their appointments, also 
any churches that are not sup- 
plied. 

One brother has already writ- 
ten to me concerning a charge, 
bnt as there are no calls yet I 
cannot do anything at present. 

In conclusion, let me urge all 
to assist in thia work. The har- 
vest is plenteous and will we not 
be held responsible if for lack of 
labor any should perish? Pray 
and work tbat the Lord ot the 
harvest may have an abundance 
of laborers in hie fields gathering 
the sheaves of eternal life. 

W. Q. Gaits. 
Union town. Pa. 


If a good resolution baa been 
do not ceaae trying to carry it Into af- 
fect all tbe rear If it cannot be done In 
the start. 


Please 

script ion. 


reuew yoar sab- 


TheBciKmric Annie* wjpublubad by 
kin n n a Co.. New York, during more than 
forty year*. It, beyond all iiueetlon, the load- 
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Each weekly lean* preeente the latent anion - 
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